
Minutes 

COVID-19 Response Team 

Video Conferencing  

Thursday, April 30, 2020 

7:30 a.m. 

 

PRESENT: Tim Soular, East Range Police Department Chief; Becky Burich, Hoyt Lakes City 

Clerk; Jeff Jacobson, Biwabik City Administrator; Becky Lammi, Aurora City Administrator; 

Amanda Gross, Mesabi East School Board; Laura Ackman, Essentia Health Northern Pines 

Administrator; Jodi Knaus, Town of White Manager 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 

Discussion took place on library services. The Response Team decided library services can 

reopen for curbside pick-up.  

The team had a discussion regarding campgrounds in Hoyt Lakes and Biwabik.  

Tim Soular indicated there have been a lot of Zoom meetings. Library pick up will be a good 

test for new procedures. The City of Virginia is laying off employees; it will be hard to work with 

budget shortfalls. 

Becky Burich said the campground is a big topic in Hoyt Lakes. Staff are all returning on 

Monday; the Council has okayed summer hires with a start date of June 1st. The Fire 

Department collected 250 masks during the drive. 

Jeff Jacobson believes Biwabik has a good stockpile of PPE at this point. The City will hire 

summer help. There are a lot of unknowns with budgeting at this point. They have been getting 

a lot of questions regarding graduation. 

Becky Lammi informed the team Aurora will start back with full schedules next week as week. 

A lot of things will depend on the Governor’s speech this afternoon. The digester project 

continues to move forward. 

Jodi Knaus stated the next Board meeting is Thursday, May 7th. They had no calls at the LBAE 

last week. Thinking forward on budgets; will continue forward with summer help. 

Amanda Gross said senior parents are frustrated with the lack of communication re: 

graduation, which is difficult with no plan in place. The High School principle resigned. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 7, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. via Zoom. This is a 

closed meeting. 


